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Valentine’s Day and Family Day should melt some of the ice this month. 
Both PRCs are taking vacations so that we can be ready for all the new challenges in this ever-changing system. Long term Care Homes are adopting the MDS RAI computerized assessment system; the LHIN is developing an integrated model of care for seniors; and Aging at Home services are rolling out all over.

There are multiple networks and partnerships; We will soon have 211Simcoe and 211 Muskoka and it is time to plan which Spring education events you can attend. And although care-providers and services are evolving, the person with dementia has not changed too much – there may be more of them, they might be a little younger, or diagnosed earlier –but they still want the same things -  good quality care,  understanding, and their needs met.

That is our real challenge! 

On-line Survey . In Canada there is a lack of information about the extent and impact of neurological conditions (brain and nervous system diseases, disorders, conditions and injuries). This makes it difficult to plan effective policy, programs and investments. Neurological Health Charities Canada (NHCC) is committed to working towards filling this gap in information, and we are asking you to take a few minutes to express your views on what type of information you feel would be important to collect.

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=FEQ_2bes8Jm0Sys0JPC0zJNA_3d_3d

This questionnaire will be accessible on-line until February 27, 2009.  Thank you participating!
Resources:

 SHRTN - resources include the Champlain District Palliative Care Resource Manual, found under Communities of Practice; End of Life Care 

and, in partnership with the Canadian Centre for Activity and Aging, currently drafting recommended practice guidelines for outcome based physical activity programming in long-term care homes.  

http://www.shrtn.on.ca   

CCSMH Late Life Suicide Prevention Toolkit: Life Saving Tools for Health Care Providers. You can get this resource at http://www.ccsmh.on.ca  

The Smoke-Free Long-Term Care Homes Project will be ending March 2009.

If you require registration or order forms, please call 416 535-8501, x7448 Smoke-Free Projects

Centre for Addiction & Mental Health
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We are nearing an agreement with the NSM CCAC to act as our ‘banker’ for future PIECES sessions. We hope to offer a spring and fall session each year for both community and long term care regulated providers. Watch for news of spring dates for this new 2-day curriculum! This will allow us to address the need for ongoing training at low cost and continue to supplement the group of local PIECES trained staff. 
Also, we will be delivering the adapted PIECES program for acute care to the staff of Collingwood General and Marine Hospital in April. Congratulations to CGMH for addressing the complex needs of many seniors in their catchment area! They will also be making use of the Me & U-First e-modules for non-regulated staff in the hospital…..all in an effort to promote the use of a common language! 
Finally, the PIECES Consult Team has been working with the Ministry of Health and its MDS team to map out and better understand the linkages between MDS and PIECES. Your PRCs will be learning about MDS as you are and ready to help with your continued focus on PIECES as you implement this exciting new assessment tool! Maureen has been participating with this group along with Stayner NH, an early adopter of the MDS tool.

Me & U-First! on-line learning
now available in French
Go to www.u-first.ca and Me and U-First English and French are listed on the left hand side.

It adds a little 'je ne sais quois' to the whole project!



 “Maureen O’Connell and Valerie Powell”, 
oconnellm@cgmh.on.ca     or (705) 721-6764

powellv@cgmh.on.ca          or (705) 721-6754
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
The events in boxes are local initiatives!

Events are listed on the Simcoe County Dementia Network web site at www.dementianetworksc.org  



Late February and March . The Aging and Developmental Disabilities Program Showcase and Knowledge Transfer Project.  This is a *free* on-line learning opportunity that explores partnership models between Developmental Services and Long Term Care/Seniors sectors. You can participate from the comfort of your desk or home! Phase 1: Fireside Chat - Phase 2: Onsite Partnership Building And Coaching -  Phase 3: Knowledge Exchange. These sessions will present models or processes, and then you will be challenged about how various aspects could be implemented within your community. Multiple dates and sites so ask us to forward you the email from SHRTN with full details. 
March 8 - 10 Cognitive Aging: Research And Practice. 19th Annual Rotman Research Institute Conference. The InterContinental Centre Hotel. 225 Front Street West, Toronto, Canada. Pre-Conference - March 8. Conference - March 9 & 10.  http://www.rotman-baycrest.on.ca.Queries can be directed to (416) 785-2500 ext. 2363 or e-mail pferreira@baycrest.org

March 10 & 11 - Inclusion Comes of Age!
The OPADD Symposium. Sheraton Parkway Hotel. Toronto. www.opadd.on.ca. 


Introduction to Supported Conversation for Adults with Aphasia: Communicating with Patients/Clients Who Know More Than They Can Say. Multiple free webcasts for SHRTN Community of Practice members click here to become a member: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=LEnTNV128M6OPNDD27Np3Q_3d_3d  
April 15. Building Positive Cultures: An Appreciative Inquiry.  With Beverley Simpson, RN,BSN,MSc,CMC. Presented by MentalHealth Centre Penetanguishene. $125 . for info -(705) 549-3181 ext:2783      dsibbald@mhcp.on.ca
April 17. Diversity Matters in Dementia Care. The Ontario PsychoGeriatric Association (OPGA) Conference. $150. Members -$125 , Brampton. www.opga.on.ca 
April 19-21 – One Vision, One Voice. The Ontario Palliative Care Association (OPCA) and the Hospice Association of Ontario (HAO) are co-hosting a joint Provincial Hospice Palliative Care Conference at the Sheraton Parkway in Richmond Hill.  www.hpcconference.on.ca 
April 30 & May 1. Age Friendly Communities: Supporting Positive Aging at Home and Across the Continuum of Care" Ontario Gerontology Association (OGA) in partnership with the Regional Geriatric Programs of Ontario (RGPs) announces its 28th Annual Conference. Toronto.  www.gerontario.org   


May 27-30. "Making Moments Matter".  15th National Conference on Gerontological Nursing.  Canadian Gerontological Nursing Association. The Banff Conference Centre. Alberta. http://www.cgna.net/?action=viewEvents&id=6
Geriatric Grand Video Rounds 


February 26 - 11:30 -12:30


        “ECT”                     Presented by Geriatric Services Program, Mental Health Centre-Penetang.


Please contact the OTN site near you to register and make sure the presentation is being offered.  No charge for these learn-over-lunch presentations.





Feb.10,  12:00 to 1:00 pm                                 Palliative Care Video Rounds           Bereavement & Loss                                        by Kathi Kelly, Bereavement Counselor, Hospice Simcoe. Contact your closest OTN coordinator.
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North Simcoe Muskoka Dementia Network Spring Forum  - April 24


Following the success of the fall forum, there will be more Aging at Home initiative updates, and a presentation on the Alzheimer Knowledge Exchange (AKE).














Next PIECES Network meeting


June 5  -  9am to noon





Part 2 - Assessment and Treatment of Pain in Dementia Care.   Location to be announced. 











Feb. 11. 12:00 to 1:00 pm


Canadian Best Practice Guidelines in Stroke Care


Hosted by the Central East Stroke Network. Confirm with your local Ontario Telemedicine Network (OTN)





Hold this Date!


 May 26


   Orillia Alzheimer’s Education Day


Details coming soon





Fundamentals of Hospice Palliative Care *Course consists of 8 Sessions Total of 24 hours + 6 hours homework. Mandatory Attendance at all classes is required for Certificate  


$35 fee. Full details at (www.scpcp.net) Contact Catherine Wallis-Smith on: (705) 735-2224, ext. 3 or 1-877-235-2225, ext. 3 or by email at catherine@scpcp.net


 Collingwood,  March 25, to, May 13, from 1500-1800         Rama,  March 24th,  to  May 19th from 1530-1830 








Psychogeriatric Resource Consultant Program for Simcoe County

_1082193495

