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[image: image2.wmf] March came in like a lion along with more innovative new programs and services designed to help seniors live in their own homes. Our LHIN (#12) will soon announce the successful year 2 Aging at Home initiatives. It will also launch its model for a Seniors Integrated Health System in North Simcoe Muskoka. Whatever comes our way, we will work to make life better for people with dementia in North Simcoe Muskoka.
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Understand Research: This Webcast series will help you understand how to find, appraise and use published research evidence, an important skill for anyone working in health care.

Mar. 12   2:30- 3:30 pm   Using Google on the Internet

Mar. 26   9:30-10:30 am   Understanding Copyright

Mar. 31   9:30-11:00 am    Understanding Systematic and Literature Reviews. For full info go to www.dementianetworksc.org and look under education. 
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Resources: 

Last month we introduced some new resources. 
They are posted at www.dementianetworksc.org under resources.  Here are a few more that are available from the PRCs.

P.I.E.C.E.S. There are 2 new DVDs being used in the P.I.E.C.E.S. curriculum that we now own locally.

-Desperate Acts: Suicide & the Elderly. This is a 22 minute long feature of National Magazine that lets us hear from seniors who have attempted suicide. 

-Delirium in the Older Person: A Medical Emergency. This is quite an extensive DVD with a 30 minute overview on delirium followed by sections on delirium in various health care settings (acute care, residential care, home and community and delirium at the end of life) 
Remember to check the PIECES web-site on occasion for updated versions of the PIECES Framework and Psychotropic Template laminates. These are available to download at no cost! The PIECES Framework was most recently updated in January 2009.
RAI-MDS

An exciting year is ahead for all those Homes now involved in the Full Rollout of the RAI-MDS 2.0.  Prior to 2009, approximately ½ of all Homes in Simcoe County had begun to use this new assessment tool. Now the balance of Homes will begin its use in 2009.
Both Val and Maureen attended the February 3rd overview of the year’s milestones for all participating homes. We want you to know that we are working to understand the linkages between the MDS tool and the tools/problem solving templates associated with PIECES. Our investigation so far assures us that there is a great fit between these two tools. Maureen continues to participate on a provincial committee investigating this fit and planning education for other consultants who visit LTC homes.    
 

 

 “Maureen O’Connell and Valerie Powell”, 
oconnellm@cgmh.on.ca     or (705) 721-6764

powellv@cgmh.on.ca          or (705) 721-6754
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
The events in boxes are local initiatives!

Events are listed on the Simcoe County Dementia Network web site at www.dementianetworksc.org  
March 10 & 11 - Inclusion Comes of Age!
The OPADD Symposium. Sheraton Parkway Hotel. Toronto. www.opadd.on.ca. 


March 24  Fireside Chat - Follow up forum to discuss Addictions and Concurrent disorders- Bill Jacyk 


March 27. ABI Conference. North Simcoe Muskoka Acquired Brain Injury Collaborative
Hawk Ridge Golf and Country Club, Orillia
March 30 & April 29,  2 Day U-First! For Supervisors. Learn how to be better supervisors in Homes and Agencies, recognizing the value of all team members. Learn to work through responsive behaviour together, using the U-First! wheel. This 2 day skills enhancement workshop is of value to those organizations that employ U-First! trained Front-line staff. $295 per person includes all training materials, certificate of completion as well as lunch and snacks for both days. Borka Babic, Ontario Community Support Association  416-256-3010 ext.228  

Introduction to Supported Conversation for Adults with Aphasia: Communicating with Patients/Clients Who Know More Than They Can Say. Multiple free webcasts for SHRTN Community of Practice members click here to become a member: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=LEnTNV128M6OPNDD27Np3Q_3d_3d  

April 3. Living Well With A Chronic Condition. By Ottawa Stroke Recovery 

April 17. Diversity Matters in Dementia Care. The Ontario PsychoGeriatric Association (OPGA) Conference. $150. Members -$125 , Brampton. www.opga.on.ca 
April 19-21 – One Vision, One Voice. The Ontario Palliative Care Association (OPCA) and the Hospice Association of Ontario (HAO) are co-hosting a joint Provincial Hospice Palliative Care Conference at the Sheraton Parkway in Richmond Hill.  www.hpcconference.on.ca 
April 30 & May 1. Age Friendly Communities: Supporting Positive Aging at Home and Across the Continuum of Care" Ontario Gerontology Association (OGA) in partnership with the Regional Geriatric Programs of Ontario (RGPs) announces its 28th Annual Conference. Toronto.  www.gerontario.org   



May 27-30. "Making Moments Matter".  15th National Conference on Gerontological Nursing.  Canadian Gerontological Nursing Association. The Banff Conference Centre. Alberta. http://www.cgna.net/?action=viewEvents&id=6
May 27


Palliative Care: It’s Not Just Cancer


Simcoe County Palliative Care Program annual conference at Casino Rama
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� North Simcoe Muskoka    


                  Dementia Network


            Spring Forum 


April 24     9am to 12am





At your choice of three locations linked by video:  Barrie CCAC Community Room, Huntsville CCAC and Collingwood Community Mental Health.


The Network mission is: 


To improve the quality of life of persons living with dementia, their family and caregivers, through advocacy, collaboration, education and innovation.  


General members are invited to two large forums each year for networking, education and input.  If you work in the dementia field, please join us on April 24th.


Members enthusiastically requested hearing more from Aging at Home initiatives. We will also introduce the Ontario Alzheimer Knowledge Exchange (AKE).  


Network info is at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dementianetworksc.org" ��www.dementianetworksc.org� 


RSVP to Maureen or Valerie 








March 26. “Home at Last” program  Simcoe County Geriatric Grand Video Rounds. 11:30 – 12:30. Free Lunch & Learn. Contact your OTN site.








April 15. Building Positive Cultures: An Appreciative Inquiry.  With Beverley Simpson, RN,BSN,MSc,CMC. Presented by MentalHealth Centre Penetanguishene. $125 . for info -(705) 549-3181 ext:2783      � HYPERLINK "mailto:dsibbald@mhcp.on.ca" ��dsibbald@mhcp.on.ca�








Next PIECES Network meeting


June 5  -       9am to noon


As a follow up to the February meeting,                    focused on Assessment, we agreed to continue with Assessment and Treatment of Pain in Dementia Care.   Location to be announced. 











March 12th, The Power of Healing: Shifting Concepts of Care  12 noon—4 p.m.


 $10 at the door for the afternoon, includes a  light lunch,  


Open to all those working in the provision of palliative and end of life care, in any setting.


Pierced Realities: Changing how we live with life threatening illnesses  7—9 p.m


Open to all members of the public


Pre-Register by Friday March 6th with Karen Kelly, 


Simcoe County Palliative Care Program


705-735-2224 or 1-877-235-2224 Ext.2 karen@scpcp.net








Hold this Date!


 May 26


   Orillia Alzheimer’s Education Day


Details coming soon





Fundamentals of Hospice Palliative Care *Course consists of 8 Sessions Total of 24 hours + 6 hours homework. Mandatory Attendance at all classes is required for Certificate  


$35 fee. Full details at (www.scpcp.net) Contact Catherine Wallis-Smith on: (705) 735-2224, ext. 3 or 1-877-235-2225, ext. 3 or by email at catherine@scpcp.net


 Collingwood,  March 25, to, May 13, from 1500-1800         Rama,  March 24th,  to  May 19th from 1530-1830 








Psychogeriatric Resource Consultant Program for Simcoe County
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