Simcoe County

Dementia Network Steering Committee Meeting

January 11, 2005
1:30 – 3:30 p.m.

CCAC Simcoe County (Room 2)  * note room change
15 Sperling Drive, Barrie
Minutes
Present: Debbie Islam (co-chair), Christine Lee-Bun (co-chair), Judy Speyer, Susan Nagy, Laura-Lynn Bourassa, Bill Fountain, Karen Forget, Marie Weadge, Mary Lamb, Valerie Powell

Regrets: Vicki Coates, Maureen O’Connell, Sandra Easson-Bruno, Barb Moore, Maureen Leitch, Doriano Calvano, 
1. Welcome & Agenda Review  - Debbie welcomed everyone and chaired the meeting
2. Acceptance of Minutes of November 10, 04 – accepted. 
3. Business Arising from Minutes

3.1 Terms of Reference/Membership review – Susan approached Tamara, the Clinical Nurse Specialist at OSMH who expressed some interest in the Dementia Network Steering Committee, but has not committed

3.2 Task group restructuring/membership response – Valerie read the list of volunteers who responded to our call for members. There are no new volunteers for the Physician or Directory group but there are many new names for the HR and Best Practice groups. The interim leads have the lists and will contact the previous members and get the restructured groups underway soon. The co-chair involvement will include – Debbie staying involved with the Physician Task Group and the Directory. Chris may get involved with Best Practice.  

4. Task Group Reports

4.1 Physician Task Group  - Laura-Lynn reported that the 7 members meet regularly. The main goal is a package for physicians on Dementia Education. January, they will send out a “Memory Loss” brochure and physician newsletter. Consultation with local physicians identified patient education and brief cognitive screening as a priority. In response, we invited Dr. Ken Shulman to present at the Geriatric Grand Video Rounds on January 27 on “Brief Cognitive Screening Tools”. We have Pfizer funding to bring him for a workshop in April, intended for physicians but which may be open to other health professionals. It is booked for April 20  in the auditorium at RVH and will be available by video to North Network sites. Judy suggested that we hand out the Adept binder or Driving & Dementia material at that workshop. To avoid overloading the physicians, the task group is preparing a flow chart to assist with the use of the material with additional references. 
Laura-Lynn distributed a sample of the Memory Loss brochure for approval.  Glossy paper is less expensive and we have budgeted 10 for each physician and mailing costs for 400 physicians. Some members suggested printing more, however our budget is limited. Karen suggested adding a line that they can make copies. 

She also distributed a sample of the Dementia Newsletter for Physicians. The Lundbeck rep (Ebixa) is willing to distribute them to doctors’ offices. It was suggested that we mail them and include a fax back form requesting e-mail addresses if they wish to receive further information. Ottawa distributes a newsletter quarterly.  Although more costly to print. the committee liked the website banner across the top and suggested that we could also post the newsletter on our web site. 
4.2 Directory Task Group -   Valerie gave a brief report. Some pages are updated. Laura-Lynn and Susan have added information to the About Alzheimer pages. The directory portion needs the most work. At our last meting it was suggested that another agency maintain the site. Marilyn at the DHC is interested but cannot commit until the restructuring is complete. When more services are added, the site needs to be promoted and updated regularly. Judy asked how many hits we are getting. Valerie needs to check and to remind the design company to fix some of the glitches. Valerie will get the task group running again to monitor the overall issues. Some volunteers such as Maureen Thornton have been recruited for maintaining some sections of the site.
4.3 Education Task Group. Mary has no new news. Maureen is at a provincial Strategy meeting today to find out if there is any funding available to Dementia Networks for education.
5. New Business

5.1
LHINS reports from transformation process meetings: Valerie and Chris reported on the 2 LHINs in our area. The open space process was described.  It is clear that there is an overall strategic plan but it is lacking in detail. Some issues are common themes across the province. The two community meetings seemed to be different in both the process and their results.
5.2
Next steps for LHIN action plan – Valerie, co-lead of an integration priority for Simcoe North Muskoka, facilitated the priority setting questions for the LHIN report. The responses will be used to guide Valerie in her report and will be distributed in a follow-up mailing.
5.3
LTC Home Legislation response- A small group met, (Chris, Debbie, Maureen and Valerie) to review the discussion document. They submitted a well-thought out response which was distributed earlier. There were also submissions from the Alzheimer Society and other agencies and Associations.

5.4
Awareness month – Numerous activities are planned for this month. ASGSC is holding its Walk for Memories on January 23. People can register on the web site. “The Story is Changing”  is a two year theme, this year focusing on Diagnosis and Treatment; next year on Research.

5.5 
Teleconference – Jan. 12 -  organized by York Dementia Network. Eric Hong will report on Alzheimer Strategy Transition. Maureen and Debbie will participate.

5.6 
Next Forum date & location – May 11 at the CCAC. 8:30 to noon.
6.       Updates (all committee members) – Mary reported that Colleges are adopting the new standards for PSWs, moving from 500 to at least a minimum of 700 hours (funded for 700 hours). Curriculum is based on new standards and gap analysis. There will be an increase in dementia education and they will be significantly raising the bar. Students will have to take Intro to Psych and write a major paper, APA style. Entrance requirements will include grade 12. The Ministry hopes to implement these standards by fall, 2005. Mary is concerned that it will affect registration at Georgian College as students can still attend the other PSW programs who will not have these standards. Judy welcomes the new standards and anticipates that job opportunities will reflect higher standards. 
Chris announced that the CCAC cognitive program is hosting an open house on Jan. 25. The Dementia Network and PRCs will be represented. (I presume everyone is invited to either participate or visit)
Debbie invited everyone to the Alzheimer Society Open House at their office on January 27 at 6:30pm. Information is on their web-site
7.
Next Meeting Date & Location – Wed. March 9th    9-11am at the CCAC, Simcoe Room (downstairs)
8.
Adjournment

