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our vision - that persons directly affected by dementia in Simcoe County will experience optimal quality of life through a network of health and support services which respects individual choice and strives for excellence. 

Updates from our task groups: 
· Directory Task Group has the goal to create a directory of services within Simcoe County and in doing so, identify best practices related to core services and gaps in service.

After many meetings, the group has contracted the Barrie web design firm, CM3 and we will soon have a self-managed website which will include information about or links to dementia services in Simcoe County in English and when available, in French. It will also have pages for  education and resources and the Dementia Network information and documents. We have registered the domain name and hope to launch the site at the Forum on May 5th.

· Education Task Group Group is looking at the competencies required to care for persons with dementia. We continue to gather resources, are planning focus groups around the County with P.S.W.'s and are considering an opportunity to partner with the Ottawa Dementia Network on a related initiative.

· Physician Task Group met recently to develop goals to involve physicians and provide resources and education . We are off to a great start and are looking for interested members to join this group.

Alzheimer Strategy Winding Down 

As you may know, the Dementia Network is an initiative of the Alzheimer Strategy of Ontario, a five year strategy designed to give a boost to the care and education of people affected by Alzheimer Disease in Ontario. This strategy has accomplished a great deal. since its launch in 1999.It is where the Public Education Coordinators and the Psychogeriatric Resource Consultants were conceived. It is the home of PIECES and U-First- staff education initiatives . We rely on you, the members of the Simcoe County Dementia Network, to keep the network alive and well, post-strategy. 


Funding - The Simcoe County Dementia Network received one-time funding of $10,000. We have spent about $500 on meetings over the past 2 years and plan to spend the remainder by the March 31st  deadline on the web site and the education task group.  

Thank you from your co-chairs!!

Annemarie Welch,
705-325-2201 x 3504


Debbie Islam,              705-722-1066
� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���








Dementia Network Forum


May 5th


 8:30 am to noon


Knights of Columbus Hall - 93 Berczy St., Barrie


*Launch of Network WebSite 


*Report from task groups


*Next goal! 








Steering Committee Highlights


On behalf of the Network members, the steering committee has been meeting locally and sending representatives to important Provincial meetings. 


Dementia Network Provincial Meeting


October 20th


Debbie Islam of the Alzheimer Society of Greater Simcoe County , co-chair of the network, and Valerie Powell, Psychogeriatric Resource Consultant for Simcoe County attended this meeting and due to the extensive amount of information covered, are still reporting back to the Steering Committee.


Dementia Knowledge Exchange - Maureen O'Connell, PRC, took part in the initial discussions around a Knowledge Exchange. This central support will be important to the viability of Dementia Networks in Ontario as the Alzheimer Strategy winds down.


Dementia Network Advisory Committee - Valerie Powell, PRC has been invited to sit on this provincial committee, giving us a direct link to the planning for sustainability for Dementia Networks in the province.


Alzheimer Strategy Conference in April - will be attended by both PRCs, Valerie & Maureen.











                                      The Simcoe County Dementia Network Steering Committee
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